Although cognitive functioning in schizophrenia continues to be the focus of considerable research, few studies have attempted to evaluate the cognitive functions of neuroleptic treatment-resistant schizophrenic patients. Reduced amplitude of the P300 event-related potential (ERP) is one of the most consistently reported cognitive abnormality in schizophrenia. We therefore sought to determine whether treatment-resistant schizophrenic patients are also characterized by a significant reduction in P300 amplitude. Subjects responded to an infrequent visual stimulus while ignoring binaurally presented auditory stimuli. No group differences were observed for reaction time or P300 amplitude. The percentage of correct responses was excellent for all subjects, although controls were more accurate.
Introduction
Schizophrenic patients who do not respond to conventional pharmacological interventions compose a substantial subgroup of those diagnosed with the disorder. Estimates of the prevalence of treatment-resistant cases range from 5 to 60% (Brenner et al., 1990; Lieberman, 1993) . Although considerable research has been directed at elucidating the cognitive disturbances in schizophrenia, little attention has been paid to treatment-resistant patients. Reduced amplitude of the P3200 ERP is one of the most consistently reported abnormalities in schizophrenia (Barieau, 1986; Pritchard, 1986) . This finding has been replicated using a variety of sensory modalities, task parameters, and patient subgroups. Although there are a variety of theoretical interpretations of P300 amplitude, the majority of the data suggest that it reflects some aspect of working memory (Donchin & Coles, 1988) . This interpretation is consistent with the important role given to disturbances in working memory in some models of the etiology of schizophrenia (Fleming, Goldberg, & Gold, 1994) .
